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It was the middle of the night —

the nightaf  ter one of the busiest days of their lives. But

the hypnotist had the four “safe grads” convinced they were refreshed, rested, full of

energy ... | thought about the

two weeks in Haiti.

hypnotist’

| ouise Boissonnault

s spell, recently , when | chatted with

Louise Boissonault, a pediatric physi- children, mothers hase recagnized Livingston as a kind
otherapist atGeorges Dumont Hospitahad person — a povider — and so he and his mother va wel-
just returned to Moncton after an intense comed fur children into their small home The sistes rec-
She was admittedly ognized him as a person who would use his knowledge

tired. But when she began to speak of Haiti and talents not just to help himself, but to help others as
and the people wo live there, she seemed full oenelgy. well, and paid his way to agricultural college.

Her eyes took on a n& light, her wice a nav enthusiasm.

On her first visit to Haiti, in the year 2000, Louise

Louise told me she first visited Haiti in the year 2000. bought Livingston a bile.

“l wanted to do something special to mark the new

millenium,” she said. “l had been
thinking of doing wolunteer work in
a third world country for a long
time. |1 am friends with some ofthe
the Sisters of Notre Dame du Sacré-
Coeurand they invited me to Haiti.
They’ve been vorking with the peo-
ple of Haiti f or years. A half dozen
of them spend nine ofthe twelve
months thete.”

Haiti is one third the size of

New Brunswick, with a population
of 8 million people The country has
been avaged by both political vio-
lence and huricanes There ar
more than 200,000 children living
in Haitian orphanages and more
than 10,000 live on the steets The
majority of Haitians live in abject
poverty.

Louise accepted the sisters’ in-
vitation. That first year, she used her
skills as a plysiotherapist doing vol-
unteer work with disabled children
and their families. She also visited
the sick and dying, and distributed
Tylenol to those in pain.

“There are people in Haiti who

Louise has eturned to Haiti every year since In
2001, she led a student mission from
the University of Moncton. And in
2002, she was once again in Haiti,
this time working with Livingstton
to establish an agricultural co-op-
erative. Local families were re-
cruited, one and a halfacres ofland
was purchased, a well was dug, and
solar panels were bought. (Solar
eneigy powers the well’'s pump In
Haiti, solar panels are highly cov-
eted; two security guards ensure
they are protected flom theft or van-
dalism.)

Much of the money for the
purchases vas piovided by Louise’s
Canadian amily and friends “T hey
believed in the pioject and I'm for-
ewer grateful for this.” said Louise

Above: Livingston Felix plants a seedling at The solar panels were donated by

CATR (La Coopérative agricole deefTier- Rotary Internatlonql, an organiza-
Rouge).“l always knew he wanted to help the 0N that very actively supports
poorest of the poor and | wanted a way to heff@ny projects in Haiti.
him do this.” says Louise Boissonault. Funds The coopeetive estalished by
raised by Louise, herin Canada, wer used to Louise Boissonault and Livingston
purchase the land and dig the well for the  Felix is officially known officially
agricultural coop. La Coopérative agricole deTerrier-
Rouge —“CATR” for shott. A sign

are dying from illnesses and infections that are completelynear the entance to plot of land beas the co-ops name

curable,” Louise told me “And they are so gpreciative of
the smallest gsture. These people & poor, but they give
thanks every day ... they are deely spiritual ... their music

is full of joy.

Louise then spole of Livingston Felix, a young Hai-
tian musician she met thafirst year “He’ll go into the
mountains, and hell come badk with a song”

Music is not Livingstoris only gift. In a country where
it is difficult for families to find enough food to feed their

Come On In!  @LUME 2 2006

and announces “chickens coming soon.” Chickens are
gredly valued in third world countries:they find their own
food, and they produce bod — protein-rich eggs

... For now, thirty families work the land and havest
the com, bananas and beans pduced thee. The sale of
the food provides them with a small income — and a sense
of accomplishment and self-sufficiency that did not previ-
ously exist for them.

by Jeanne Whitehead



Diane and Fernand Richard of Memramcook also have a
strong bond with Haiti. ~ As p arents of Nick, they are
uniquely aware of the plight of Haiti’ s orphaned and
abandoned children, and they feel compelled to help.

The Richadls

They were mere photagraphs, but the images haunt her to this da “T here was
something about their eyes ...” Diane Richard recalled.

This summer Diane gazed directly into those g/es when she visited Haiti.Her
connection to tha country has been quite tangile for more than three years now. Haiti
is the land where her sonNick — the dild adopted ty Diane and her husband Ernand
—was bomn.

“W e realized twenty years ago, when we sav those pictures that we needed to do
something And so, for years, we fostered a dild through World Vision. And when
the time came to become pants we decided ve would adopt a dild from Haiti.”

Above: Fernand feeds his
new son, Nick, shortly after
the little boys arival in
Canada. At seventeen
months, he weighed just ten
pounds.

Below: Nick Richat with his
mothey Diane. “Today he is
an active and happy lad who
starts kindegarten this Fall.”

That decision was made &out five years ago. The couple bgan suring the web

The UNiversaL DecLARATION oF HuMAN RIGHTS was
adopted ly the United Nations in 1948. Sadl, people
in Haiti and other third world countires are not yet ex-

periencing the standard of living defined as basic and

essential more than fity years ago ...

Article 25.

(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate
for the health and well-being of himself and of his family,
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and
necessary social services, and the right to security in the
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old
age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his
control.

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care
and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of
wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.

Article 26.

(1) Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be
free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and
professional education shall be made generally available and
higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the
basis of merit.

(2) Education shall be directed to the full development of the
human personality and to the strengthening of respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of
the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.

and also made
contact with lo-
cal people who
had adopted
children from
other countries
They decided
to use the sev-
ices of Soleil
des Ndions, an
agency that spe-
cialized in the
adoption of
children from
Haiti, Colom-
bia and Bolivia
by Canadian
parents Adop-
tion expenses
would amount
to  roughly
$15,000. The moment their dild arrived in
Canada, he would legally be their son, and he
would already be a Canadian citizen.

Nick was delivered directly into his parent’s
waiting ams & the Montreal aimport. Seventeen
months old, he weighed just ten pounds at the
time. The bay had spent hisif st six months of
life with young parents who could not afford to
care for him, then had been surrendered to an
orphanage.

Fernand took a year's paental leave from
his job. Diane is a hair stylist with a home based
business and so was able to spend her non work-
ing moments with her nev son. With nourish-
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ment and rurturing, the toddler’s gaunt body began filling
out. Just three weeks after his atival in Canada,he baegan
walking. Today, he is an actve and hapy lad who starts
kindergarten this Fall.

Femand and Diane kel remaikably blessed to be
Nick’s paents But, like many who have adopted tildren
from other countries there is a sense dkinship with their
child’s naive land.And so, this summer Diane tavelled to
Haiti. During her six days there she visited Haitian of
phanages and spok firsthand with mary of the country’s
adults and eldely people

She kneav, prior to her trip, that she wanted to de-
velop a sponsaship program to help the county’s dil-
dren. Since then, her dreams had grown. There are Hai-
tian adolescents wo have lived their entire lives in ophan-
aces Diane plans to deelop sponsoship programs to
help dildren, teens and young adults dtain the educdion
that the Universal Dedaration of Human Rights stdes eery
person is entitled to She will also help the elddy people
of Haiti who do not have access to basic medical @r

“T here are already people in Newv Brunswick who
have told me they want to help —who have already made a
financial commitment,” said Diane And | know there
ybJeanneW hitehead

will be more.”
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If you would like to help, or learn more about
the efforts of Louise Boissonnault or Diane
Richard,

you can contact Louise at this email address:
Iboiss@nbnet.nb.ca

or Diane at this email address:
dianerichard14@hotmail.com

You can also chat with Diane at the Dieppe
Market on September 16, 23, 30 or October 7.

We will be posting more information about
Monctonians who are making a difference “in
the big wide world” on our website comeonin.ca
and invite you to email us with your stories at

wordweaverpublishing@hotmail.com.

Left: When a white person visits an orphanage in Haiti,
the childen assume that one of them will be adopteil
so they compete for attention. Diane is piethabove at
the Bebix Orphanage wherthe childen called her
“Maman Blanche.”
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