
There are those who grumble that Christmas
comes far too early these days.

And then there are those like Alicia and
George LeBlanc who intentionally extend the
season, because they regard it as one of the
most enjoyable times of the year.

At Alicia and George’s home – a custom built
two storey that overlooks the river  – the
Christmas decorations go up the moment they
bid adios to the Halloween pumpkin.

Want to see?

Come On In!

The LeBlanc home was designed by Alica. George, who is a member of Greater Moncton Home Builders Association,
acted as the General Contractor.



“I wanted a two storey home with an open concept on the main level,”

Alicia recalls ... “Coming from an Acadian family, everybody gathers in

the kitchen, so the kitchen soon became the focal point .” Inviting, and

ultra-efficient, Alicia’s kitchen features both cream coloured and dark

cherry cupboards.  Crown moldings add a traditional feel to the modern

design.  At Christmas time, pointsettias rest on every counter top,

holiday decorations fill the window box, and of course, there is

Christmas tree just around the corner, clearly visible from most vantage

points.  “The kitchen was designed around the idea of having several people working in the area at the same time, and it

works very well,” says Alicia..



Above:  The guitars in the basement music room belong to George.  He sometimes jams with his neighbour, recording artist

Paul Hebert. This lower level also includes an exercise room. The wood fireplace pictured above distributes heat through

both floors without overheating the rec room.

Page 12:  The living room on the main floor of the home features hardwood floors and a 25,000 BTU propane fireplace.

There is also a wood fireplace in the gathering room and a low BTU fireplace in the upstairs bedroom. The home has

electric heat as a back up, but the four fireplaces provide most of the heat. A typical winter will see the LeBlancs using

three cords of wood and two to three tanks of propane.





The LeBlancs envisioned a water front home.  It took George
a full year of looking before finding the perfect lot  in
Shediac’s  Place Héron subdivision. It is named for the blue
herons that are often seen there.

... Twenty two people showed up for Christmas dinner at the
LeBlancs in the year 2000.  As the gatherings of family and
friends grew, George and Alica began thinking it might be
time for their home to grow as well. “I was seeing a rustic
room with a sitting area and a dining area,” says Alicia.

In 2004 the gathering room (left and above) was added.
The room measures 17’ x 22’. Fourteen foot cathedral
ceilings  were called for  – Alicia is partial to 12’
Christmas trees. Because the gathering room faces the
water, it made sense to have a number of windows
overlooking the river.

 Left:  To help achieve the rustic feel that Alicia
wanted, George added a  wood burning fireplace with a
stone chimney and an old barn beam as a mantle. “It
was more than what I had imagined.” says Alicia.

Below: This sitting area, adjacent to the kitchen, is a
favourite place for the couple to relax.  It looks out over
the Pt. Du Chene wharf.

Says George: “Watching the end result of what Alicia
has  designed leaves me speechless. I sit in the morning
staring at the ducks and pheasants, the wharf and water
in the background, and thank God for what He has
given us.”


