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THE HISTORY

The manor was built by Abner McClelan, who was elected a

member of New Brunswick’s House of Assembly in 1854 (at age

twenty-three) McLelan became a member of Canada’s first Senate

in 1867 and the province’s Lieutenant Governor in 1896.

The McClelans were one of the most prominent families in

New Brunswick at the turn of  the century; Abner McLelan and his

wife spared no expense in the  construction and furnishing of their

home.

The woodwork in the manor is spectacular.   In the entrance

foyer, a fireplace with ornately carved pillars – miniature versions

of  those framing the stairway and entrance -- is set into the corner.

It is one of six fireplaces in the manor.

... Above the living room bay window there is a one-of-a-kind

custom crafted stained glass window featuring Queen Victoria,

surrounded by maple leafs.

Although the McLelan’s were childless, as members of high

society, twenty-two rooms (including servant’s quarters) seemed

about right.  After all, there were friends to entertain -- including

the Fathers of Conferation and their wives ...
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Come On In!
Join us as we take a photographic tour of Riv-

erside Albert’s Victorian Manor.  Built in the
grand Victorian style, this is a home brimming
with history – and stuffed with antiques.



Page
5

Come On In!      Summer 2004Come On In!      Summer 2004

Page
4

Furnishings in the entrance area
include a rolltop desk (above), a
vintage Scottish grandfather clock
(opposite page) and an organ (right).

The entrance foyer features a corner fireplace, (above) with pillars ornately carved to match those framing the
doorway, and the entrance to the stair-
way (below).

Both the entrance foyer and the formal dining room (below) feature
mahogany wainscotting.  The dining room table expands to comfortably
seat a large dinner party.  The manor has six fireplaces, three on the
main floor and three on the second floor.
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Three of the bedrooms on the second floor of the Victorian Manor have their own fireplaces.  There are an addi-
tional five bedrooms in the servant’s quarters – which occupy part of the second and all of the third storey of the
home.  A back staircase connects the servants quarters to the country kitchen.

Above: The McLelans might have set their dining table  with limoge and lace (just as Joan MacFarlance has set
it) when entertaining some of the Fathers of Confederation.

Theunique stained glass...  As a loyal subject of
Queen Victoria, Abner McClelan commissioned the creation of
stained glass window panel featuring his Queen, surrounded by
maple leaves.

The corner cupboard to the right is one of the pieces found
in the kitchen of the Victorian Manor.
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A few of their
favourite things:

The detail:  The hearths of each of
home’s six fireplaces is surrounded by
ceramic tile, which in turn is sur-
rounded by ornately carved wood.


